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' COMMONS OF ENGLA 
3 in Parliament affembled, ee. = 


=The hunib12 Petition of Theuſaunds welFefted perſons inhabiting the City of don; Weltminſter, the Borongh of Southwark, Hamlets, and places adjacent. | 
— 2 eſtly deſitoùs of a fie and well · grounded Peace, and that afinall end were put to all the troubles and miſeries of the Common - wealth, as any ſott of mee 
7 CS For conteleringegs . rs ox we ingaged on your Par in the late and preſent Warg,ahd how far (by our ſo doing) we apprehend our ſelyes concerned, Give us 
leave (before youconcludeus by the Treaty imand )to acquaint you firſt with — * — —— induced us to aid you againſt the King and his Adherents. Secondly What 

— nions are of this Treaty. Thirdlywhat we expected from you, and do ſtill moſt earneitiy Genre, | SR 

| "Be — — that we 2 — on your part, but that we judged thiz honorable Houſe to be the ſopreme Aurhotityof Eagland, as choſen by, and repre- 
. fearing the People; and intruſted with abſolute power forgdrefle of Grievances, and proviſion for Safety: and that the King was but at the moſt the chief publike Officer of this Kingdom, and 
. £ccomptabhk: to this Houſe( the Repreſentgrive of the Peoplefrom whom al! juſt Authority is, or ought to be derived) for diſcharge of his Othce: And if we had not bin confident hereof, we had 
not bin deſperately mad to have taken vp Armes or to hayclin aiding and aſſiſting in maintaining Far «gain? Hias ; the Laws of the Land making it expreſly a crime no lefle thaa Treaſon for 


An raiſe; inſt e King. F Di . ; 
| pln — the manifold preſſions broygh upon the Nation, by the King, his Lords and Biſhops ; and that this Honourable Houſe declared their deep ſenſe thereof; and that 
(or continuance of that power which bad ſo oppreſt us) it us evident the King intended to raiſe Forces, and to make War ; and that if he did ſer up his Standard, it rended to the. diſſolution of 
. the Government : vpon this, knowing the ſafery of the Pe@le to be above Law, and chat to judge thercof appertained to the ſupreme Authority, and not to thedupreme 1 being 
ſiatisſied in our Conſciences, that the publike ſafety and freechm was in imminent danger, we conc we had not onely a juſt caulic to maintain; but tho ſupreme Authority of the Nation to jy- 

 Nifie,defend and indempniſie us in time to come, in what we fould perform by direction thereof though rhe higheſt. | , ; ; 
And as this our underſtanding was — — in us by princples of right reaſon, ſo were we confirmed therein by your own proceedings, as by your condemning thoſe Judges ho in the caſe of 


Shi had declared the King to be e of Safety; ad by your denying him to have a Negative voice in the making'ef Lawes ; where you whoily cxclude the King from having any ſhate 
in So — — : Then - you: ing the Biſhoppur of the Houſe of Lords, who by tradition alſo, had bin accounted aa eſſentiall part of che ſupreme Authority; and by yout decla- 
ring to the Lords, That if they would not joyn with you in ſ ling the Militia, (which they long reſuſed) you would ſettle it without them. which you could not juſtly have done, had they had any 
reall ſhare in the ſupreme Authority. Na. : EIN, : ; LEE 2 
that you ndoubtedly knew your ſelves to be the ſupreme Authority; ever weighing down in us all other your indulgent Expreſſions concerning 


chi k for reall Demonſtrations, | ; 
—— erent tor coal — beliegthat it can conſiſt eichet wich the ſafety or freedom of the Nation, to be gorerned either by three or two Supremes, elpecially where 


; the King or Lords; it being indeed impoſſib le for us to | | 
| iScehath — hon ſo apt wp ed their Jud gmets concerning freedom or ſafety, that the one hath bin known to puniſh what the other hath judged worthy of reward ; when nor 


only the freedom of the people is directly oppoſite to the Prtogatives of the King and Lords, hut the open enemies of tne one have bin declared friends by he other, as the Scots were by the, 


| Houſe of Lords. 17 
Aud when as moſt of the oppreflions of the Common-wegh have in all times bin brought upon the people by the a and Lords, who nevertheleſs would be ſo equal in the ſupreme Autho- 
- City, as that there could be no redreſs of Grievances, no proſſion for ſafety, but at their pleaſure. For our parts, we profels ourſelves to be ſo far from judging this to be conſiſtent with freedom 


that we know no greater canſe wherefore we yon in the late Wars, but in hope to be delivered by you from ſo intolerable, ſo deſtructive a bondage, ſo ſoon as you ſhould 


. or 
through Gods blefling upon the Armics raiſed by you) be insled. | "ERC 6 4 | Lo: wats N 
< — our exceeding — we have obſerve yu_ ſoqger God vouchſafeth yon victorꝝ, and þlefſerh you with ſuceeſs and thereby inableth you to put us and the whole Nation into an ab- 
ſolate condition of F m and Safety: but according as t have been accuſtomed, paſſiag by the ruine of the Nation, and all the blood that hath been ſpilt by the King and his Party, ye 
_ berake your ſelves to a Treaty with him, thereby putting hini hat is but one ſingle perſon, and k publike Officer of the Common · wealth, in competition with the whole Body of the People, 
5 ye repreſent;. not conſidering that it is. impoſſible fqyon to erect any Authority equall to your ſclyes ; and declared to all the world that jyou will not alter the ancient Government, 

from that of King, Lords, and Co $: not once — "6 caſe of — which of them is ſupreme, but leaving that point (which was the chiefeſt cauſe of ell our publike die- 


es, wars, and miſeries,) as uncertain a _ — — — 8 — ; 
— aid out bes every way to the uttermoſt of our abilities: and all othets throughout the Land, Souldiers and others who have done the 


4 


In ſo much as we who upon theſe grounds have laid | — 
in defence of your ſupreme Authority, and in oppoſition tohe King, cannot but deem our ſelves in the moſt dangerous condition of all others, left without all plea of indempoity for bat we 


have done; as already many have found by loſſe of their liveand liberties, either for things done or ſaid againſt the Ting; the law of the land frequently taking place, and precedency againſt an 
before your Authoritie, which we eſteemed ſupreme, and aginſt which no law ought to be pleaded, Nor can we bly conceive — have any _ aſſiſted you can be _ 
from rhe guilt of murderers and robbers, by the preſent lawiin force,if you. perſiſt to diſclaim the ſupreme authoritie, though their own eonſciences do acquic them, as having oppoſed none but 
manifeſt Tyrants, O s, and their adherents, | : % ets I | 
And — a Per | Treaty, or any Treaty with the ling, hath been long time held forthas the.onely means of a ſafe and wel. grounded Peace ʒ itis well known to have been cryed u 
paincipaliy by ſuch as have been aſwaies diſ-affeQed unto yoy and though you have not contradicted it, yet it is believed that you much feate the iſſue thereof; as you have cauſe "ſufficient , ex- 
greateralteration. in the King and his party the1 is generally obſerved, chere havingmever yet been any Treaty with him, but was accompanied with ſome ing; and 
whilt the preſent force upon him (though ſeeming liberty) vill in time to come be certainly pleaded, againſt all that ſhall or can be agreed upon: Nay, what can you confide in if youconfider 
how he hath been provoked z and what former Kings uponleſle proyocations have done, after;Oarhs, Laws, Charters, Bonds, Excommunications, and all tyes of Reconciliations to the deſtru- 
Rion of all thoſe that had provoked and oppoſed them: ye, when your ſelves ſo ſoon as he had figned thoſe Bills, in the beginning of this Parliament ſaw cauſe to tell him, Tha everix- or 
about the time of paſſivg thoſe Bille , ſome deſigne or other yas on fest, which if it had taten: «tf, wonld not only have rendrelhthoſe Bills fraitlefſe, but have reduced you to 4 worſe condition ef 
confuſion, than that wherein the Parliament found you. And if jou confider, what new Wars, * KRovolting invaſions, and glottings have been ſince chis laſt cry for a Perſonall Troaty, you 
will not blame us if we wonder at your haſty proceedings tlereunto : eſpecially — the wonderfull Victories which hath bleſſed the Armies withall. | 8 
We profeſſe we cannot chuſe but ſtand amazed to conſickr the inevitable danger we ſhall be in, though all things in the Propoſitions were unto; the reſolutions of the King and his 
party have been ſo perpetually violently and implacably protcuted and manifeſted againſt us; and that with ſuch ſcorn and indignation, that it mult be more chan ſuch ordinary Bonds that muft 
a them. And it is no leſſe a wonder to us that you can plxe your own ſecurity therein, or chat you can ever imagin to. ſee a free Parliament any more in England. | | * 
The truth is (and we ſce we muſt either now ſpeake it, or for ever be filent,) We have long exꝑacted things of an other nature from you, and ſuch as we art confident would have given ſatif- 


3 faction to all ſerious people of all Partics. As, 1 
1. That bro would have made the {ypreme authoritie of the people, in this Fonourable Houſe, frqm all pre- 70. like Officer 181 
tences of Negative Voices, either in the King or Lords. . 6 the Compagleyrtheregtra kbeir juſt Rights, moſt unjuſtiy with. Rel Fre 
2 That you would have made laws for election of repreſentatives yearly and of courſe nen or ſum- hem, 7 Far maintaining at cortu t. int apf olite to common Freedom, and exceedingly: 
©3- That you would have ſet expreſſe times for their meeting Contiouance and Diſſolution .J not co exceed 21. That you would have ade full and an dere tions to all perſons that had bin oppreſſed by ſentenser 
4. or 50. daies at the moſt, and to have fixed an expreſſe time for the ending of this preſent Parliament. in High Commiſſion, Stax · Chamber, and Counſel Board, or by any kind of Monopolkxers or Projaftors; 
4. That you would have exempted matters of Religion and Gods worſhip, frum the compulſive or reſtirictiVe and that out of the Eſtates of thoſe that were Authors, Actors, or Promoters of ſo intollerable- miſchiefs: 
power of any Authority upon earth, and reſerved to the ſupreme authotitie an un-compulſiye power. q; ly of aud that without much attendance or ſceking. 
appointing my for the publick, whereby abundance of miſery, perſecution, and heatt- burning would Tor e- — har -- —— —— _ — and have convayed all buſineſſes into the true mothod of 
ver be avoided. the u ryalls Comm | 
75 That you would have diſclaimed in your ſelves and all future Repreſentatives, 2 power of Preſſing and 23. he a would not have followed the example of former tyrannous and ſuperſticious Patliaments in ma- 
| 1g any ſort of men to ſerve in warrs,there being nothing more oppalite to freedom, nor mo rcaſona- Aing Orders, Ordinances, or Laws, or in puniſhmenes concerning opinions gc things ſuper · natu- 
e in an authorir ; impowered for raiſing moni in all occaſions, for whi and a juſt cauſe, 3 ants nerd al, filing ſome blaſphemies, others when as you your ſelves eaſily miſlaken, nd that divage- 
i be doubted: the other way ſerving rather to maintain injuſtice and pt patties. * ruths need no humane helps to ſnpport them: ſuch having bin generall — de vide tue 
That you would have made Kings, Queens, Princes, Dukes, Earls, Lords, and all Perfons, Ake liable to [people amongſt themſelves, and to affright men from that liberty of — by which Corruption and t 
re Tr ion bored to be made; that ſo all — even the 3 — — — rann —— — n . 
Ar f ick peace, nor private right of perſon or eſtati (as hath been frequent ut bes} 24. you wo | 0 is, and aſcertain their condition, not dero- 
ang lyable to accompt as other men. 1 i _ geting rom the Libertics of other men, that ſo there mi be anent of — fame. , 
7- That you would ——— norte Tenn — caſes:and to hae taken 25, — | —— 3am den Capital Auth hay ar of the former or late wars; 
7-214, e on twelve ſworn men, and no convi n two or more ient | man i er your power : i * 2 to wicked. is cruelty to the innocent 
known wit: elf 4 oF | and that all your — doth but make them the more inſolent and preſumptuous. . 
hat on would have freed all men from being examined againſt themtlyes, and from being queſtioned or | 26. That you would have provided conſtant pay for — — under the command of the Lord Genet 
niſhed for doing of that againſt which no La hach bin pr — 4 TFairfax, and n | other publike Officers throughout the Land, for their jo 


— 


— 
- 


would have abbreviated the proccedings in Law, mitigated anl made certain the charge thereof ip | nity and for the ſaving harmleſſe all that have any waics aſſiſted you, or that have ſaid or done an ching 1 
ticular ; * * -- | gainftthe King, Queen, or any of his lince the beginnjng of this Parliament, wülkger which anic h 
you would have freed all Trade and Merchandiſing from all Monopolizing and Engreſſing, by Com- party are ina better condition then choſe that have ſerved you; nothing being more frequent with the! 

- paniesor otherwiſe. , then 9 of you and your friends. | WY 
1. That you would have aboliſhed Exciſe, and all kind of taxes, except ſibſidies, the old and onely juſt way The things and worthy Acts which have bin done and atchieved by this Army and their Adherents 
1 | * ver ingr ſuffered to be ſcandalized as Sectaries, and men of corrupt judgements) in defence of the juff 
13. That you would have laid open all late Incloſures of Fens, and other Commons, or have encloſed them | authority of this honorable Houſe, and of the commoa liberties of the Nation, ind in oppoſition to all kind of 
| -onely or chicfly ro the benefit of the poor. re» ; | tyranny andJoppreſſion,being ſo far from meriting an odious Act of Oblivion, that they rather deſerve a molt 
4 13. That you —— conſidered the many thouſands that are tuined by perpetuall imptiſonment for debt — Act of perpetual remembrance, to be as a pattern of publike vertue, fidelity, & reſolution to all pe- 

N 2 nd provi 8 t * rgement. a Cog : bed erity. N 

44. That you would have ks ſome effectuall courſe to kee ple from begging and bẽggery, in o. That you would have laid to all the abundance pf innocent blood that hath bin ſpilt, and the infinite 
if fruitfull a Nation as through Gods bleſſing this is. ö Ma il and havock that hath bin ors peateable harmileſs peo pie, byexpreſs pare 2 ek, gr ins. and} 

45. That you would have proportioned puniſhments more equal to offences ; that ſo mens Lives and Eſtates | eriouſiy to have conſidered whether the juſtice of God be likely to be ſatisfied; or his yet continuing 

might not be forfeited upon trivial and ſlight occaſions. | appeaſed,by an Act of Oblivion. 4 
16. That you would have removed the tedious burthen of Tythes, ſatisfying all Impropriators, and providing] Theſe and the like we have long time hoped you would have minded, and have made ſuch an eſtabliſhment; 
amore equal way of maintenance for the publige Miniſters. for the generall peace and contentfull ſatisfaction of all ſoxts of . (hould have bin to the happines os 
9. That you would have raiſed a ſtock of Money out of theſe many confitated Eſtates you have had, for pay- all future generations, and which we moſt earneſtiy deſire you would ſer your ſelves ſpeedily to efſeubegg 
went of thoſe who contributed voluntarily above their abilities, before you had provided for thoſe that dis- by the almoſt dying honour of this moſt honorable Houſe, would be again revived, and the hearts of your * 
diurſed out of their ſuperfluities. titioners and all other well affected people, be afreſh renewed unto you, the Freedom of the Nation (now 


28. chat you would have bound your ſelves and all future Parhaments from aboliſhing propriety, levelling | perpetuall hazard)-would be firmly eſtabliſhed, for which you would once more be ſo (tre with the 
mens Eſtates, or making all things common. | ; love ofthe people, that you ſhould not need to caſt your eyes any other waies (under God) for your ſecurity. 


19. That you wovid have d what the duty or baſineſſe of the Kinglꝝ office is, and what not; and aſeds- but if all this availeth nothing, God be om Gude, for man ſheweth us not a way for ouc preſerrati 
— ed * — — or drmin - — en Trracthe Jouſe ga their great pains & care to the alike ggg. thekingdow,& weull ſpeedily. en gundis ehre tate gonßd ratio 1 
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